Common Application Essay Prompts 2017-18
Choose 1- 650 word limit. Many colleges will also ask for a supplement essay.
1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so
meaningful they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this
sounds like you, then please share your story. [No change]
2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later
success. Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it
affect you, and what did you learn from the experience? [Revised]
3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What
prompted your thinking? What was the outcome? [Revised]
4. Describe a problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. It can be an
intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma - anything that is of
personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what
steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution. [No change]
5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of
personal growth and a new understanding of yourself or others. [Revised]
6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all

track of time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you
want to learn more? [New]

7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written,
one that responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design. [New]

UC Application Essay Prompts 2016
Respond to 4 of the 8 questions – 350 word limit for each response
1. Describe an example of your leadership experience in which you have
positively influenced others, helped resolve disputes or contributed to
group efforts over time.

2. Every person has a creative side, and it can be expressed in many
ways: problem solving, original and innovative thinking, and artistically,
to name a few. Describe how you express your creative side.
3. What would you say is your greatest talent or skill? How have you
developed and demonstrated that talent over time?
4. Describe how you have taken advantage of a significant educational
opportunity or worked to overcome an educational barrier you have
faced.
5. Describe the most significant challenge you have faced and the steps
you have taken to overcome this challenge. How has this challenge
affected your academic achievement?
6. Describe your favorite academic subject and explain how it has
influenced you.
7. What have you done to make your school or your community a better
place?
8. What is the one thing that you think sets you apart from other
candidates applying to the University of California?
Resources:
•

•
•

essayhell.com
o http://essayhell.com/2014/09/sample-college-app-essays-fordescribe-the-world-you-come-from/
o http://essayhell.com/category/uc-prompt-2/
YouTube – College Essay tips
o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FXI6ELP-aXQ
University of CA
o admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/personalquestions/writing-tips
START EARLY!

